RECOGNIZED EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION (REO) UPDATE 

The REO update below was provided by RoseMary Vaske, SCMA Board member and REO Committee Chair during the Management Information Sharing Session on December 7, 2009 in the Board of Supervisors’ Chambers at 10:00 a.m.  Following the update is a list of questions and answers that were asked by managers during that meeting.  

Since the Management Information Sharing Session, we have confirmed that the final number of signature cards received is 389 and that is more than the 30% needed to conduct a ballot vote.  SCMA sent a letter to Sacramento County Labor Relations on December 16, 2009 notifying them of that fact.  In addition, we have begun working with the SCMA attorneys and Labor Relations to plan for the ballot vote for all managers.  The exact date for that ballot vote will be determined in the near future.

RECOGNIZED EMPLOYEE ORGANIZATION (REO) UPDATE – December 7, 2009

· At the SCMA Fall Business Luncheon, we announced that we were moving forward with the initiative to form a Recognized Employee Organization. This proposed REO will be for all managers listed in the 050 classification. The first step in the process is the collection of signature cards from at least 30% of the managers. The second step is an official ballot voting process open to all managers. 

· The process of collecting the signature cards is progressing nicely and the response has been very, very good. We are in the final phase of collecting the signature cards and our goal is to collect 400 cards.

· At the luncheon we also talked about the minimum number of signature cards needed to petition for a ballot vote. The Sacramento County Code, as I mentioned, requires that 30% of the managers sign the signature cards. There are 1090 managers listed on the information that SCMA recently received from the County. Thirty percent of 1090 is 327. And, again, our goal is to have 400 signed cards. The petition based on the receipt of these signed cards, and in accordance to the Sacramento County Code, is planned to be submitted to the County by December 20th. 

· If you wish to read the details of the REO process the information is presented in the Sacramento County Code starting with 2.79.060 through 2.79.095. The California State Mediation and Conciliation Service will oversee the ballot voting process.

· We are taking this action as we believe that it is time for managers to assert their leadership and management abilities. This decision is needed now and in the future to promote a climate of respect and it is meant to develop collaborative and positive relationships with elected county officials, the County Executive’s Office and the community. It is our intent to be proactive professionals in both public and departmental policy decisions and to assist the County Executive’s office in identifying issues and arriving at solutions. This action is not meant to be adversarial but rather constructive and contributory to the overall success of the management of Sacramento County.

· While the idea of management having their own REO may seem new or unusual to some of you I want to let you know that it is not uncommon or unusual. For example, San Francisco City and County, Orange County, Santa Clara County, El Dorado County, Nevada County and Tuolumne County to name a few  have REO management associations.  They have websites that present information on their REO’s and their current contracts. They have their own associations and they are not aligned with a national union. That is the same plan that SCMA is pursuing for Sacramento County. 

· One of the questions that we are frequently asked about is ‘What would happen if there was a job action (a strike) by another union? How would we as managers fulfill our obligation and get our job done.” We asked our attorneys with Carroll, Burdick and McDonough to clarify this issue. They responded, “Because SCMA is not affiliated with another union, managers in SCMA do NOT have a duty to honor the picket line of another union. They can go to work and fulfill their professional duty. This is one of the benefits of being an independent REO and not subject to the control of an “international” union. Becoming an REO and having a seat at the table in the decision making process is not inconsistent with the professionalism expected of managers.”

· Another question that we are frequently asked is about paying dues. The REO for managers cannot be a closed shop. That means that joining SCMA and paying dues is and will continue to be a decision that you make. We would certainly like to see all managers be members of SCMA and to be actively involved in the governance of the REO. I cannot tell you today if there will be a dues increase from $1.50 a pay period to some other amount. It is probably a safe guess that there could be an increase but, I hope, a reasonable increase. A number of the other county REO management associations that we have talked to pay between $15 and $25 a pay period. The reason that the amount of monthly dues can be maintained at the $15 to $25 range is because there is not the overhead layer of an international union. This is a small cost when compared to the amount we have already lost this past year and in light of the potential benefit reductions being considered for the future.

· We have learned and observed this past year that by not being part of an REO we are at a disadvantage. We have no contract. We have no protection. And our vulnerability puts managers, manager’s salaries and management benefits at risk. Some of the management benefits we have and had were the result of passing up salary increases in prior years. If you would like more information on the history of management benefits you can find the information on the SCMA website. We have also included a copy of this information in the handouts that are available for you to take with you today.

· Last spring SCMA was asked to step forward and agree in principle to the concessions of taking one furlough day per month for 15 months and to forfeiting the budgeted COLA for the year. It was our expectation based on information that we received from the County Executive’s Office that the current REO’s would follow suit! This was certainly the impression that we were left with. We asked to have a strategy put in place for managers that included making us “whole” in the future when the economy was better so that we could recoup the COLA as that will impact our salary and retirement base forever. That arrangement was unfortunately not proposed for the managers and that COLA salary increase is lost forever. 

· And, in addition, the vacation over maximum was eliminated for managers. As you are  aware the Board of Supervisors has also raised the question about taking away Sick Leave Cash Out and the 401 Deferred Compensation Plan. We continue to be concerned about the ability to keep these benefits in the current environment.

· We will be looking for managers to volunteer to help with the work that needs to be completed in the months ahead. We encourage you to take the opportunity to be an active member of SCMA. We are looking forward to the years ahead and we need to work together.

· We have information packets for you to take today. The packets include the flow chart of the REO process, the pros and cons of belonging to an REO and the history of the management benefits as well as a signature card for those managers who have not completed their card yet. All of this information is also available on the SCMA website.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
How many signature cards were received?  The count on Dec. 7th was between 380 and 385.  The final count as of December 16th is 389.  
How soon will the ballot vote take place?  The ballot vote will likely be scheduled for some time during the first full week of April 2010.  More information will be available as we get closer to that date. 

Who gets to vote in the ballot vote and how many votes are needed?   All managers in 050 will be eligible to vote on the day of the ballot voting.  It is a secret voting process.  A majority vote (fifty percent plus one) is needed in order to approve the REO.  It is important that everyone exercise their right to vote.  While we plan for there to be multiple polling places available, there is no process in place at this time for absentee ballots or online voting. 

Who handles the secret voting process?  Section 2.79.090 of the Sacramento County Code requires that the California State Mediation and Conciliation Service handle the voting process. 

Can another union try to come in and represent the managers?  Yes.  The process is set out in Chapter 2.79 of the Sacramento County Code. 

Can the County “carve out” management positions from the list of 1,090 managers?  The County can make the argument that certain management positions should not be a part of a management REO.  Those positions directly involved in labor relations representing the County may be appropriate for excluding from the SCMA REO.  We have already begun the process of meeting with the County to determine which positions are appropriately excluded.  Ultimately, if no agreement is reached, a neutral third party will decide which managers should be carved out.  This process is also set forth in great detail in Section 2.79 of the Sacramento County Code.  

How soon after an affirmative ballot vote are we recognized as an REO?  We should be recognized immediately as long as there are no challenges or run offs.  In addition, the Board of Supervisors has to certify the REO affirmative vote too.

Can the County continue to take benefits away from us between submitting the 30% + signature cards on December 186th and the ballot vote in April?  Yes, the County can continue to take benefits away from us.  However, such a change could appear to be retaliation due to union activity (especially if the change is not made or proposed for any other group).

The County cannot unilaterally eliminate a management benefit after SCMA is certified as the REO for managers.  The development of an MOU for the SCMA REO (all managers) would begin right after the affirmative vote is received in April 2010.  The negotiated MOU shall include all negotiated terms and conditions of employment.

Can the County take benefits away between the time that an affirmative vote is received in April and the completion of the MOU for all managers?  Once we become an REO in April there cannot be any changes to terms and conditions of employment without meeting and conferring. Once negotiations for an MOU begin, the County cannot make piecemeal changes (unless agreed to by SCMA).  The process of writing the MOU can take up to several months or more than a year.  Note:  It is our hope that the MOU would be completed in far less than a year.

Do we have to negotiate from Day 1 for current management benefits that we have, or are they grandfathered into the contract?  Upon becoming certified as an REO, the current benefits remain in place unless/until they are negotiated away for some reason.
What percentage of the managers belong to their REO management association in the other counties mentioned?  We do know that San Francisco and Orange Counties have between 80 and 90% of their managers as dues paying members.  Managers cannot have a closed shop so the decision to belong to SCMA and pay dues will remain with each manager.  The benefits of the REO and the contract will be for all 050 managers. 

Are there some benefits that SCMA as an REO can offer that may not be available to managers who decide not to belong to SCMA?  Yes, there are benefits that SCMA can offer to managers who belong to SCMA.  That is the same situation that is in place currently.  Currently, SCMA members can obtain long term disability (LTD) insurance at a reduced rate at this time.  Additionally, while the benefits and protections SCMA obtains will be for the benefit of all 050 managers, only SCMA members will have the ability to direct SCMA and influence its priorities.  

Some people are concerned that if they sign a signature card or vote for the REO that they will suffer retaliation and not be considered for a promotion in the future.  We have heard this concern from a number of managers during the past two months and believe that it is very unfortunate that some of you work in situations where you have to be concerned about retaliation.  It is important to know that the vote will be by secret ballot and your vote will be kept confidential.  It is no one’s business but your own how you choose to vote.  And, this is a reason why an REO is important as we should not have to fear retaliation.  There are legal remedies for any proven acts of retaliation based on participation in an association.  

Is SCMA going to provide the opportunity to meet and talk about the pros and cons of being a part of an REO?  SCMA held three noontime meetings during the week of November 23rd to meet with managers and talk about the pros and cons.  Notification of these meetings was sent to all managers in a letter during early November.  We will be scheduling additional meetings to allow for further discussion as we get closer to the ballot voting date in April.  Please watch your mail for further details.

Will SCMA be adding additional staff if we become an REO?  We are in the very beginning of the process and there is no plan at this time to hire employees.  Some of the established county management REOs’ with 30+ years of experience such as Orange County and San Francisco County

and City do have an executive director and a clerical staff or two.  For the time being, SCMA's elected representatives, together with SCMA's attorneys will provide the services SCMA and its members need.  As SCMA grows, this issue will be revisited.  

If SCMA becomes the REO who will make the decisions: managers, SCMA management members or the SCMA Board?  The Bylaws set forth which decisions are made by which individuals.  Ultimately, if SCMA becomes the REO, the members of SCMA (the individual managers who choose to join) elect the SCMA Board and directly vote on issues such as approval or disapproval of a proposed MOU.  The SCMA Board makes day-to-day decisions regarding the association, grievances, contract disputes, and the handling of disciplinary matters.  

Note:  The REO process flow chart, list of pros and cons of becoming an REO, and a summary of management benefits ARE available on the SCMA website at www.scmamgt.org. 

For further information please contact:

RoseMary Vaske, REO Chair:  875-4083

Brad Buyse, REO Subcommittee:  875-6365

Mike Guiver, REO Subcommittee:  874-6436

Al Mateer, REO Subcommittee:  875-0331

Lynn Wynn, REO Subcommittee:  874-9844

Sue Elliott, SCMA Board Member:  874-5126
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